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1. SUBJECT: Tail Rotor Drive Flex Coupiings Mandatory Upgrade to (7) 
Plate Coupling, Inspection & Service Life 

2. MODELS: All Models Equipped With Tail Rotor Flex Plate Couplings 

3. EFFECTIVITY: Prior To The Next 25 Hour Inspection 

4. BACKGROUND: 

Several instances of distortion of the tail rotor drive flex couplings 
ha've been reported by field maintenance personnel. Physical 
examination of returned tail rotor drive coupling flex packs and 
re-inspection of high time couplings used on test vehicles has shown 
that some distortion is typical of this installation. Enstrom has 
previously identified the permissible limits of this distortion in 
Service Information Letter 132. 

Subsequent field reports have been reported where the (5) plate flex 
couplings have failed resulting in emergency landing of the aircraft. 
The subject coupling has been redesigned and tested and a (7) plate 
version is now available as a direct replacement for the (5) plate 
coupling. The new coupling minimizes distortion and new standards for 
permissible deformation are provided here i n. 










